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From the Bishops Desk 
 

 

 

BISHOP’S ADVENT MESSAGE 2022 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Advent is a privileged time, a golden opportunity, and a holy Season that 

announces the beginning of a New Year in our Liturgical Cycle. In this Year 

“A” the Church invites all of us on ordinary Sundays to reflect on the Gospel 

of St Mark which proclaims Jesus Christ as the Son of God fully human and 

fully divine.  

Like the Holy Family of Nazareth: St Joseph the Patron of the Universal 

Church and Mary, Our Lady of the Flight into Egypt our Patroness; we are all 

called to a deeper, active and effective listening of the Word of God so that 

Jesus may “become flesh and dwell among us” in our hearts, families, 

parishes, wards, schools, colleges, universities; political, business and 

financial institutions; places of work, leisure, our planet which is our common 

home, in the whole universe and in all of creation. Everything that lives must 

be inundated with the transformative presence and power of Christ. 

The vocation, ministry and life of St Joseph was characterized by dreams. 

Many of them were personal, others were shared with Mary and others were 

part and parcel of the messianic hope of the people of Israel. Every one of us 

dream of happiness and finding fulfilment in life. We rightly nurture great 

hopes, lofty aspirations and those ephemeral goals – like success, money, pleasure and entertainment which 

cannot always satisfy us completely. If we were to ask people to express in one word their life’s dream, it 

would not be surprising to hear the response: “to love and to be loved”. It is love that gives meaning to life 

because it reveals life’s mystery. Indeed, our life grows in abundance and flourishes when we give it; we truly 

possess it only if we generously give it away. Advent is the time to reawaken our dreams, to discern whether 

they are realistic or unrealistic and most importantly, like St Joseph to discover God’s own dream(s) for each 

one of us, for our parish communities and our beloved country.  

The Liturgy of Advent and the Christmas Season recalls and celebrates God’s stupendous love, He loved 

the world so much  he gave us his own beloved Son Jesus so that all of us may have life in abundance. We 

are so grateful that we have emerged alive from Covid-19 pandemic although many of us still suffer its 

prolonged effects and the trauma of having lost our grandparents, parent(s), spouse, siblings, loved ones, 

relatives, bishops, priests, deacons, religious, fellow parishioners, pastoral workers, colleagues, benefactors 
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and fellow country men and women. In other instances, we have lost our homes, business, investments, 

savings, employment, belongings, opportunities and time. 

It is time to count our blessings as well, to allow God’s healing power to mend our broken hearts, restore our 

shattered interpersonal relationships and to become the ambassadors of justice, peace, reconciliation and 

care for our planet with all its precious resources which sustains our life and that of all living organisms.  

God’s will, his vision, plan and dream revealed by the Prophets and his Son Jesus Christ is that all of us must 

become one human family because God is our Father and Jesus is our Brother, who has gone ahead to 

prepare a permanent place in heaven for us. The “vocation” that we all share is making God’s dream come 

true for us, the great vision of fraternity that Jesus cherished when he prayed to the Father “that they may all 

be one” (Jn 17:21) 

 

Have a Blessed, Joyful, Fulfilling, Meaningful and Fruitful celebration of the Holy Season of Advent 

and Christmas!  

 
Yours sincerely in Christ,  
 

 
 
 

RT. REV. VINCENT M. ZUNGU 
BISHOP OF PORT ELIZABETH.   
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Please feel free to pop into The Catholic Resource Center (CRC) which houses our repository, 

library and archives.  The Center is open Mon to Fri 9am – 3pm.  Check Facebook for the specials on gifts, 
candles, books, rosaries, bibles etc…. 
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Upcoming Clergy Birthdays 
 
 

Name Birthday 

CANAVAN,  FR. PATRICK 02-Dec 

MITCHELL, C.O.  FR. GREGORY 03-Dec 

JAYIYA, FR LUDWE  06-Dec 

CLARKE, MSGR. JOHN 22-Dec 

MADUKA, FR EMMANUEL 11-Jan 

BERRY C.O., FR. LEWIS 12-Jan 

BARNES, FR. WILLIAM 18-Jan 

DAVIDS,  FR. ELRIDGE 20-Jan 

NWOSU, FR CALLISTUS 29-Jan 

SHITIMA, FR. PETER-CHUNGU 31-Jan 

MATSOSO, FR DIJO 05-Feb 

AZUBUIKE, FR VALENTINE.N. 06-Feb 

BROWNE,  FR. JERRY 26-Feb 

SALSONE,  FR. MAX 28-Feb 

MANA, FR THEMBALETHU, 04-Mar 

FRANCIS, FR. SELWYN 16-Mar 
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Upcoming Priests Anniversaries 
 
 
 
 

Name 
Ordination 
Anniversary 

WILCOCK,  FR. OWEN 03-Dec 

MATSOSO, FR DIJO 04-Dec 

GAVU, FR. SIMON 05-Dec 

BARNES, FR. WILLIAM 07-Dec 

BRENNAN,  FR. MARTIN (Nazareth House) 07-Dec 

CLARKE, MSGR. JOHN 10-Dec 

DAVIDS,  FR. ELRIDGE 10-Dec 

SHITIMA, FR. PETER-CHUNGU 16-Dec 

SLATER, FR. CHRISTOPHER 16-Dec 

OU TE LUNG, FR. IGNATIUS 21-Dec 

SALSONE,  FR. MAX 23-Dec 

ALAPPAT CMI, FR. DAVIS 27-Dec 

MEKKATTUKULAM CMI, FR DAVIS 02-Jan 

MITCHELL, C.O.  FR. GREGORY 10-Jan 

JAYIYA, FR LUDWE  18-Feb 

MUNYAKA, FR. TRYMOS 21-Feb 

KAMALA, FR. LAWRENCE 26-Feb 

CANAVAN,  FR. PATRICK 19-Mar 

MANA, FR THEMBALETHU, 21-Mar 

FRANCIS, FR. SELWYN 30-Mar 
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What is the Catholic synod 2022? 
 
The word synod is rooted in Greek and means “same road” or “journeying 
together.” Through this synodal process, Pope Francis would like to invite every 
Catholic to prayerfully reflect and learn together about how God is calling us to be as 
the Church in the third millennium. 
 
What happens in a synod? 
 
A Synod is both an event and a process where clergy, religious and the laity gather 
to discuss important matters of the faith. Synods are transformative events that lead 
to renewal in the Church's life. After a Synod occurs, the Church emerges different and 
is changed. 

  



Page 8 of 39 

 

PASTORAL PLAN 
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ST. MARTIN DE PORRES- GELVANDALE  
By Monica Naidoo 
 
WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY 

On 24th July we celebrated the second world day for grandparents and the elderly. Fr. 

Davis gave a special blessing to all the grandparents and the elderly who attended Mass 

over the weekend. Our altar servers recited a beautiful poem in honour of all 

grandparents. Prayer cards were also handed out to them at Mass. 

 

 

 

Grandparents and 

Elderly on Saturday 

5.30pm Mass. 

The grandparents and 

elderly on Sunday 

8.00am Mass. 
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Home Mass 

Fr. Davis celebrated the feast day of St Alphonsus, the patron saint for one of our parish 

wards on 1st August. The Mass was at the O’Brien family home. It was a good turn out 

with the ward members who joined in. Everybody enjoyed the beautiful scripture 

readings and hymns that were sung. 

 

 

The grandparents and 

elderly on Sunday 

10.00am Mass. 
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The ladies of our Catholic 

Women’s League were 

formally introduced at the 

8.00am Mass on 18th 

September.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We celebrated Bible Sunday on 

28th August. With the 

Enthronement of the Holy Bible, 

we emphasize the Word of God 

in the lives of everyone.     
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SEASON OF CREATION 

 

 

 

                   

 

                               

 

 

The Season of Creation started the 

first week in September. We were 

once again reminded to take care of 

our beautiful Mother Earth. Our first 

theme was flowers and plants. 

Parishioners brought pot plants and 

flowers to Mass which Fr. Davis 

blessed. It is a reality that the human 

race neglected the wellbeing of the 

earth and start taking responsibility. 

We are urged to avoid any form of 

pollution and plant more trees.     

With the fruit and vegetable theme, 

parishioners brought  these items to Mass. It 

was donated to the Gelvan Park Frail Centre 

and two soup kitchens. 
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Our visiting priest, Fr. Runaine, blessed water during Mass. Once again, a reminder 

to us all how precious water really is especially now that we are experiencing a 

water shortage.  

We must not forget our animals and birds as they too are 

part of God’s beautiful creation. Fr. Davis asked 

parishioners to bring their pets to be blessed after Mass.  
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The Annual Parish Rosary week began on Sunday 

16th  October and continued until Sunday 23rd  

October. Our Parish Priest Fr. Davis and some 

Parishioners braved the weather conditions to 

gather each evening at 6.00pm around the 

Grotto of Our Lady to pray the Rosary.  On the last 

Sunday Fr. Davis lead the group praying the 

Rosary whilst walking around our parish 

grounds. This was done in a very prayerful 

atmosphere. The Rosary ended with Benediction 

in the church. Our sincere thanks to Fr. Davis for 

his encouragement and commitment to our 

annual Rosary week.  

 

 

           

 

             

 

 

Parishioners praying the Rosary 

whilst walking around our parish 

grounds. 

Parishioners during a bring and share 

after the Rosary Rally. 
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ALL SOULS DAY 

 

 

PARISH FEAST DAY 

 

 

 
 

  

We celebrated the Feast of St. 

Martin De Porres, the patron 

saint of our Parish on 3rd 

November. It was a beautiful 

Eucharistic celebration and a 

joyful occasion for our 

parishioners to come together. 

 

At the Mass celebrated on Wednesday 2 

November, parishioners came to remember 

and pray for the souls of their departed 

loved ones. Those present were invited to 

light a candle in memory of those who died 

and were strengthened by prayers offered 

during the Mass.  
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Unity Mass 
 
By Fr Runaine 

 

The Celebration of the Port Elizabeth/Gqeberha Deanery Unity Mass was held at St 

Augustine's Cathedral on 9 August, which is also National Women's Day. This was the 

first of its kind, post-pandemic, rejuvenating many of the ministries and sodalities 

around the deanery. The purpose of the Unity Mass was to launch the new Pastoral 

Plan of the Southern African Catholic Bishops Conference and to present the reflections 

on the synodal questions which took place in "listening circles" throughout the diocese 

over the last few months in preparation for the Synod of Bishops in Rome next year. We 

also marked the Silver Jubilee of the Priestly Ordination of Bishop Zungu on this day. 

There was a deep sense of joy among all those who filled the Cathedral, as we gave 

thanks to God together as one. 

 

The theme of the celebration, therefore, was based on the Synodal Process in the 

Universal Church and the new Pastoral Plan of the local church in Southern Africa: "we 

are the church, journeying together, serving God, humanity and all creation". The 

months of preparation by the Deanery Liturgical Commission, with the involvement of 

liturgy committees from all parishes, culminated in a "festival of unity" around the Bishop 

and priests of our Deanery, with the faithful of the deanery taking an active role in the 

liturgy. The pillars of the Cathedral were draped with the focal areas of the ongoing 

Synod on Synodality, taken from the theme of "communion, participation and mission," 

as well as that of the New Pastoral Plan, such as evangelisation, family life, youth, the 

poor, the environment, among others. These focal areas will guide the pastoral activity 

of all parishes throughout the conference territory.  

 

We thank all those who participated in this celebration and congratulate PE Deanery on 

"journeying together" to the Unity Mass, with the hope that we will see the fruits of the 

Synod and the Pastoral Plan in our parishes and communities. 

 

PE Deanery Unity Mass Task Team 
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SACRED HEART, KABEGA PARK PE 
By Wendy Van Leeve 

 
On the weekend of 15th and 16th 
October 2022, the faithful of the 
parish of The Sacred Heart Kabega 
would bid farewell to Fr Runaine 
Radine, a mere 3 years after we 
first welcomed him as assistant 
priest in his first formal 
assignment following his ordination 
to the priesthood in May of 2019.  
He had been assigned to our bustling 
parish to gain invaluable experience 
in pastoral life.  He was 
immediately taken under the wing of 
Fr Lubabalo Mguda who from day one 
took on the role of mentor, leading 
and guiding him through some of the 
most unprecedented times faced in 
not only the church but globally as the world embraced the unknown through the 
onset of the Covid 19 Corona virus pandemic.  Fr Runaine took to the role as a 
duck to water, imparting his knowledge of the faith and his skill in technology 
at a time when gatherings were prohibited being protocol to stem out the spread 
of the virus.  Nothing could slow down his growth and formation as he continued 
to be visible and present for the spiritual needs of the parishioners both in 
person and virtually.  His support of the presiding priest was of great value to 
the whole community.  His growth within his vocation has been a blessing to the 
church as a whole and as such he has been chosen to represent the church through 
his priesthood at St John Vianny seminary where he will be serving out the next 
few years of his priesthood, playing a role in the formation of future priests 
for the Lord's vineyard.   
The weekend was one of sadness and joy as we sent Fr Runaine on his way.  The 
friendships and bonds which have been formed will last a lifetime and the growth 
and experience he has gained will stand him in good stead in his journey ahead.  

The parish has been blessed by his 
ministry.  Following Sunday mass on 16th 
October, a farewell tea was prepared 
which was attended by most of the 
faithful.  The sodalities had the 
opportunity to share their parting 
messages and well wishes.  The event was 
very well organised and reflected the 
parish's love and care for this young 
priest who has made an indelible 
impression on the community of the Sacred 
Heart through a maturity beyond his 
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years.  Our prayers will follow him wherever he might find himself in the future 
and we ask God to bless and protect his ministry and vocation forever.  Thank you 
Fr Runaine for sharing your journey in Christ with us all.  Go well!  
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St Augustine’s 
By Kaye Hendrick 

 
Greetings and best wishes to our sister and brother churches and their communities 

across the diocese as we prepare to celebrate the feast of Christmas.  In these days 

when we are bombarded and traumatized daily with stories of violence and crime, we 

pray to experience the peaceful confidence of Emmanuel, God with us.   St. Augustine’s 

is proudly reclaiming its name as the church on the hill where the people /nations of the 

world gather for prayer.  Some old records tell of how many travel- weary sailors spoke 

of hearing the call of the bell from the church on the hill and feeling welcomed.  In 2022 

we are proud to carry on the charism of welcoming.  We can boast of having more than 

25 national communities represented in our congregation and having them assist in 

making our Sunday celebrations so special with traditional dress, music, song and 

offertory gifts.  If there are parioshioners from other language groups who read this and 

attend St. Augustine’s and feel that they are not represented, they can please contact 

the parish secretary on 041 585 2161 on Tuesdays to Fridays from 8h30 to 13h00. 

On 9th August St. Augustine’s hosted the Unity Mass for the Deanery.  It was wonderful 

to see so many parishes and sodalities come together again and join in celebrating our 

common heritage in the cathedral. 

Congratulations to St. Augustine’s school who are celebrating their 170th year of 

operation as a school, predating the opening of the cathedral.  Apart from serving the 

locals with Mass, the first priest based in PE, Fr. Corcoran, set up a boy’s school and 

the premises served as priest’s residence, school room and church. St Augustine’s 

school carries on that tradition.  The jubilee was celebrated with a beautiful Mass on the 

feast of St. Augustine, 28th August. 

A retreat morning for parishioners was facilitated by Srs. Martha and Breda of the 

Sisters of Mercy based in Addo on Saturday 22nd October.  The theme was “Bearing 

Fruit as Missionary Disciples”.  It was a wonderful, affirming and encouraging time and 

appreciated by all.  Grateful thanks to the sisters for their witness and service. 

The new PPC has been elected and the focus is working together. Mrs. Cheryl Van 

Eekelen was elected and accepted to serve another term as chairperson. Thank you, 

Cheryl and best wishes.  We are in the process of compiling a calendar of community 

building and fundraising events under the banner of Sissonke. The recent art exhibition 

in union with the Art Meander was the first event.  There were over a 100 pieces of 

original art works by local artists, some from the parish, on display and attendance and 

sales were good.   The next parish event is the Golden Odies in support of the parish 
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SVDP on 25th November.  SVDP and CWL and supporting parishioners will host a lunch 

for homeless/needy people on 16th December.  We are delighted to be able to offer this 

to the many homeless and needy people around us. 

We will commence the Christmas season preparation with the Carols by Candlelight on 

Friday 9th December.   

We hope to welcome all visitors over the wonderful feast time and wish all a safe and 

happy time. 

 

Below are some pictures of the art and art meander event held recently: 
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St Bernadette’s PE 
 

St Bernadette’s & Oratory 

 

1) Confirmation of 15 St Bernadette's and St Dominic's Priory children (7 September) at 

our church. 

 

 

 

 

  



Page 27 of 39 

 

2) Our St Francis of Assisi Pet Blessing and Fun Walk (1 October). Donations of food 

and supplies were made to the Animal Welfare. 
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3) October is St Bernadette's Parish's 75th Anniversary. Pics of Celebratory Dinner (8 

October) and commemorative prayer card 

   

 

 

4) Our First Confession class (19 August) 
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5) St Bernadette' Parish Outdoor Adventure Group did a beach clean-up at Cape Recife 

(August) 

 

 

 
6) St Bernadette's Rosary Rally 

 



Page 30 of 39 

 

 

Akhanani Good Shepherd Mission 
By Bernadine 
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SEASON OF CREATION & HOLIDAY PROGRAM ACTIVITIES AT AKHANANI 

 

Background 
The mission of the Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shephard ever remains that of 
reconciliation, the reaching out to people, especially women and girls, marginalized by society, in an attempt 
to help them rebuild their lives. The name Akhanani means ‘building each other’ and the goal of the mission 
is to create meaningful and sustainable change for persons living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability, in 
order to transform communities into prosperous, caring and compassionate spaces where girls, women, 
children and those living at the margins of society are valued, protected and empowered. 
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St Luke’s Retreat Centre 

10 Park Lane, Central, Gqeberha 

Retreats, Conferences, Wedding Venue & Student 

Accommodation 

For more info and a virtual tour of the Centre visit our website https://retreatcentre.org.za 

Our retreats are Catholic in nature and are open to all that are looking to grow their relationship 

with the Lord 

Directed Retreats that we currently offer at  St Luke's Retreat Centre: 

Advent Retreats, Lenten Retreats, Silent Retreats, Ignatian Spirituality, Men's Retreats, 

Women's Retreats, Youth Retreats, Healing Retreats, Vocation Retreats, Theology of the 

Body Retreats, Serenity 12-Step Retreats, Individual Private Retreats 

St Luke’s Retreat Centre has re-opened after renovations 

NEW: St Luke’s Retreat Centre now offers: Directed retreats, Individual Retreats, Wedding 

Venue and Student Accommodation &  

Rent the facility for group retreats and conferences 
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St Luke’s Retreat Centre offers more than just a regular student accommodation. Our goal is to 

create a spiritual home and community for Catholic students in which their faith can grow, and 

they can learn, form friendships, share and engage with others. For many youth living away from 

home for the first time can be a challenge, not only to adjust to living on their own but also to 

remain grounded in the faith. 

Sunday Mass is held at St Luke’s Chapel at 9 am and the involvement of the youth in the Mass 

is a critical part of their growth in the faith. 

The goal is to grow this student community into a home group which under the guidance of a 

spiritual mentor will grow together in the faith, encourage each other and teach other each other.  

St Luke’s Retreat Centre 

10 Park Lane, Central, Gqeberha 

Student Accommodation 

available  

2023 rates per person per month: 

Single 4750 ZAR Vat included 

Twin sharing 3500 ZAR Vat included 

Electricity, Water & Wi-Fi included 

Refundable deposit one month rent upfront 

 To apply for student accommodation, email us on retreat@cdpe.co.za 

For more info visit our website https://retreatcentre.org.za 

Five Spacious Bedrooms with Ensuite Bathrooms 

Private Entrance & Secure parking 

All bedrooms are furnished with a bed, desk, chair, nightstand, lamp & built-in up cupboards 

Communal Lounge & Kitchenette, Laundry Room 

mailto:retreat@cdpe.co.za
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St Luke’s Retreat Centre 

10 Park Lane, Central, Gqeberha 

Wedding Venue 

St Luke's Retreat Centre is the ideal wedding venue with everything under 

one roof to celebrate the sacrament of marriage. 

Get married in our lovely chapel which dates back to the 19th century.  

Celebrate afterwards in our Hall and Dining room which can accommodate up to 100 guests. Audio 

and visual equipment are available to celebrate in style.  

Overnights guests can stay in one of our 25 guest rooms. Our facility can accommodate up to 60 

guests.  

Have your wedding pictures taken in our lovely garden and inside St Luke’s Retreat Centre.  

All couples that are married at St Luke’s Chapel will be given a crucifix to take home which will be 

placed on the altar during the celebration of their vows. 

 

 

For more info and a virtual tour of the venue visit our website 

https://retreatcentre.org.za 
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PLEASE REMEMBER OUR DIOCESE IN YOUR 
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 

 
 
 
Next deadline: 28 Feb 2023 
 
 

 

   

 

 

If you would like to advertise in the Diocesan News, please contact PDO on +27 41 3732854 ext 

212 or email us at diocesannews@yahoo.com or pdo@cdpe.co.za for more information. 

mailto:diocesannews@yahoo.com
mailto:pdo@cdpe.co.za

